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A Message...

from the Commissioner of Education & Early Development

This Report Card to the Public, a Summary of
Statistics from Alaska's Public Schools, is
published in accordance with Alaska
Statute 14.03.120 for the school year 1998-
99. Its intent is to report the status of
public education to the people of Alaska.
It is also meant as a source of information
for Alaska's educational policy makers,
including legislators, Governor Knowles,
the State Board of Education & Early
Development and local boards of educa-
tion.

r

,"Fse

,/ **l

fe..

'A'

.#1

Under state law, each school district is
required to report to their communities certain information about their school district's plans
and performance. This publication is a summary of those reports.

The data in this publication are organized around the four key elements of the Alaska Quality
Schools Initiative, the Knowles Administration's systemic school improvement plan. The
Alaska Quality Schools Initiative is built around:

High Student Academic Standards and Assessments
Quality Professional Standards
Family, School, Business, and Community Networks
School Excellence Standards

The progress of the five-year-old Alaska Quality Schools Initiative is impressive. This is because
many individuals, school districts, educators, businesses, and other organizations have
worked tirelessly to advance its elements. They are making the initiative a success.

The initiative has proven to be an excellent blueprint for revitalizing our education system
and fulfilling our promise to young people for a brighter future. Our goal is no less than this:
that every student achieves academically at the highest levels and is guided by outstanding
teachers in quality schoolsno exceptions.

We have reasons to celebrate the many successes in our schools. Together, we can move
forward to make our schools even better.

Sincerely,

N. gtNa NIL '106:" "
ANOWNSN'N. rr,

% 1.1mim .

Richard S. Cross
Commissioner
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Alaska Education at a Glance

Statewide Profile
School District Square Miles .....-- 685,175
State Population .--.---........ 622,000
Median Family Income $57A74
State Unemployment Rate --- 5.9%

Number of School Districts ...NW 111./..4.0", Sa
Regional Educational Attendance

Areas (ItEAAs) 18
City/Borough Districts

Funding Communities ........ .... 267
Public Schools PreElementary

State-Operated Schools ..... 2
Charter Schools .1.40.1.1610aMIN.1.118

Correspondence Schools 24

K-12 Student Populations in Average
Daily Membership (ADM) . .. 132,905

Change in ADM from 97 98 +2.6%
School-Age Low-Income

Percentage of
Adults 25 and Older
with H.S. Diploma 86.6%

18-24 year olds
with H.S. Diploma

Number of High School
Completers 1999 ..... 4111.100. 6,862

TOTAL STATEWIDE
ENROLLMENT BY
ETHNICITY
As of October 1, 1998
Includes all districts,
Alyeska Central School
and Mt. Edgecumbe

Alaska Native/American Indian- ( 33,597)
Asian/Pacific Islander - (6,839)

El Black - (6,211)

Hispanic- (4,103)
II Other - (362)
El White- (84,261)

4.6%
3.0%

SUPPLEMENTAL
PROGRAM PARTICIPATION

Percentage of October 1, 1998 Enrollment

14.5
13.3

Special Ed Bilingual

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

5.1%

7.5

Migrant

8

SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN
IN LOW-INCOME FAMILIES

Percentage of the
October 1, 1998

Enrollment
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Alaska Quality Schools Initiative

Education goals have been developed both nationally and on the
district level to provide on-going and ultimate measures for student
achievement. The Alaska Quality Schools Initiative exists at the state
level to improve the performance of Alaska's schools and the skills
of Alaska's children.

The Initiative has four parts:

High Student Academic Standards and Assessments that set
high expectations for students in reading, writing and math-
ematics and indicate whether students are achieving those stan-
dards;

AQUALITY

1

Quality Professional Standards that will ensure teachers and
administrators have and maintain the skills and abilities necessary to do their jobs well;

Family, School, Business and Community Network that promotes local partnerships, the
implementation of family involvement programs, and the role of parents as active partners
in results-based schools;

School Excellence Standards that measure schools against research-proven indicators,
including a formal school accreditation process.

This publication is organized around each part of the initiative and indicators of progress toward
student, professional, and school standards. Progress for each part is discussed on the following
pages.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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High Student Academic Standards and Assessments

Content and Performance Standards
In 1993, Alaskans began developing higher standards and accountability for their public
school system. As the cornerstone of this effort, the Department of Education & Early Devel-
opment developed academic standards and associated key elements in eleven content areas:
English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, Government and Citi-
zenship, Skills for a Healthy Life, Arts, World Languages, Technology, and Employability.

The content standards present students and teachers with a clear and challenging target;
focus energy and resources on student achievement; and provide a tool for judging students'
learning achievements and school performance.

During the past two years, performance standards were completed that translate the content
standards into more concise expectations for student achievement. Developed in reading,
writing, and mathematics, the performance standards detail the specific level of achievement
expected of students at ages 7, 10, 14, and 18.

Comprehensive System of Student Assessment
Alaska regulation 4 AAC 06.710 requires all students in grades 4 and 8 to be assessed in
reading, language arts, and mathematics, using a standardized test. Information from this
assessment, aggregated to a statewide profile, provides parents, educators, policy makers and
the community-at-large with a picture of how Alaska's students compare with their peers
nationwide. The California Achievement Test, Fifth Edition (CAT-5), is administered annu-
ally to all students in grades 4 and 8.

Implementing a statewide comprehensive system to assess the skills and knowledge of
Alaska's students is a primary activity of the Alaska Department of Education & Early Devel-
opment. It is a major component of the Alaska Quality Schools Initiative. Such a system will
measure student achievement in relation to adopted state standards; provide valid, reliable
information to policy makers; guide decision-making; and improve instruction.

In 1997, the Legislature passed a law requiring every high school student to pass a qualifying
examination as a requisite to receiving a diploma. The following year, a law requiring exami-
nations at earlier grades was also passed. The department is currently completing the first
year of a three-year plan to develop a system of performance assessments that are based on
the Alaska Performance Standards in reading, writing, and mathematics.

The High School Graduation Qualifying Examination and Benchmark Examinations at
grades 3, 6, and 8 were administered for the first time in spring of the 1999-2000 school year.
Results will be available in fall 2000.

10 Report Card to the Public 1998-99 :* 7



1999 CAT-5 Quartile Results
In standardized tests, the scoring distribution is usually divided into four equal parts
(quartiles), with the scores of 25 percent of the normal population falling within each of the
quartiles. In reporting student achievement, states frequently present the proportion of stu-
dents scoring within each quartile. A common interpretation of these data is that if less than
25 percent of a particular tested population of student's score in the lowest quartile, and more
than 25 percent score in the top quartile, the education agency is doing a good job of educat-
ing its students.

Table 1 shows the percentage of Alaska students in grades 4 and 8 whose scores fell within
the first and fourth (or top and bottom) quartiles on the CAT-5. Percentages are shown for
reading, language, and mathematics for the 1998-99 and prior school years.

When the 1998-99 school year is compared to the previous school year, two trends are appar-
ent. First, the 4th grade results show that only in reading at the top quartile was there any
improvement over the previous school year. Conversely, in math and language arts the

8

TABLE 1
1997-98 AND 1998-1999 QUARTILE PERFORMANCE

Percentage of Alaska Students in Grades 4 and 8 Scoring Within the First and Fourth
Quartiles* on the 1998-1999 CAT-5.

31.0

230

35.3

la 1998-99 Top Quartile
la 1998-99 Bottom Quartile

32.7 33.1
29.2

25 2
22 2 19.6

I 7

18 1

27.4

21 3

4th Grade 4th Grade 4th Grade 8th Grade 8th Grade 8th Grade
Reading Math Language Reading Math Language

Percentage of Alaska Students in Grades 4 and 8 Scoring Within the First and Fourth
Quartiles* on the 1998-99 CAT-5.

co
ON

ri

1-1

la 1997-98 Top Quartile

36.8 ta 1997-98 Bottom Quartile

30.8 31.2 31.8 32 1
27.1

23 5 22 7
207 207

19.5 184

4th Grade 4th Grade 4th Grade 8th Grade 8th Grade 8th Grade
Reading Math Language Reading Math Language

'Tap quartile range: 76/11-99th percentile; Bottom quartile range: Is/ -25th percentile.
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percentage of students in the top quartile declined while the percentage of students in the
bottom quartile increased compared to the previous school year.

In contrast to the 4th grade, 8th grade test results improved in all areas compared to the previ-
ous school year. The percentage of students in the top quartiles in reading, math, and
language arts increased, while the percentage of students in the bottom quartile decreased.

An analysis of district-level data continues to reflect the variability of student achievement
across the state. Information from the CAT-5 and other assessments show the strong relation-
ship of lower test scores and factors such as small school size, remote location, and language
and cultural diversity.

Other Student Performance Indicators
During the 1998-99 school year, significant numbers of Alaska students voluntarily partici-
pated in other assessment programs, which allow comparison of Alaska students with
students nationwide.

Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT)
The SAT is a voluntary assessment used by colleges and universities to predict how well
students will succeed in college. Across the United States, 43 percent of graduating seniors
took the SAT test. In Alaska, 50 percent of seniors took the SAT in 1999.

Even though a greater percentage of Alaskans took the SAT than their national counterparts,
Alaska's seniors continued to outscore the national average. In school year 1998-99, Alaskans
averaged 516 on the verbal portion of the test, compared to 505 for the national average.
Alaskans scored 514 on the math portion compared to 511 for the national average. Table 2
compares state and national scores for the past three years.

TABLE 2
SCHOLASTIC ASSESSMENT
TEST (SAT) VERBAL AND MATH

A three-year comparison of average SAT verbal and math
scores and percentage of high school graduates taking the test
compared with national averages.

% of % of

Year
Alaska
Verbal

National
Verbal

Alaska
Math

National
Math

Alaska , National
Grads Grads
taking taking
SAT SAT

1999 516 505 514 511 50.0 43.0

1998 521 505 520 512 52.0 43.0

1997 520 505 517 511 48.0 42.0

12 Report Card to the Public 1998-99 4:* 9



American College Test (ACT)
The ACT assesses student knowledge and skills in four areas: English, mathematics, reading,
and science reasoning. ACT reports individual scores in each area, along with a composite
score. The figure in Table 3 shows the scores achieved by Alaska seniors in each content area
compared with seniors nationwide.

Alaska graduates taking the ACT in 1999 achieved slightly above the national averages in
three content areas assessed: math, reading, and science reasoning. In English, Alaska gradu-
ates scored slightly below the national average. The Alaska composite score, a weighted
average of the four content scores, was slightly above the national average composite score.

Data from the ACT continue to reflect the high positive relationship that exists between
taking a challenging high school curriculum and high ACT scores. For example, the Alaska
seniors who reported taking a "core program" defined by ACT as "a typical college prepa-
ratory program" composed of four or more years of English and three or more years of
mathematics, social studies, and natural sciences achieved an average composite score of
24.1. Students in Alaska who reported taking less than the core program achieved an average
composite score of 20.4.

TABLE 3
COMPARISON OF 1999 ALASKA
AND NATIONAL ACT SCORES

Composite

Science Reasoning

Reading

Math

English

ID National AC-I-Scores
ID Alaska AC-I-Scores

20 7

20.5
201

21.0

21.1

21.0
21.1

21.0

214
21.7

10 :* Report Card to the Public 1998-99 13



High School Completion
Alaska school districts establish local high school graduation requirements that meet or
exceed the state regulatory standards. Students are awarded high school credit on the basis of
a passing grade for a course of study prescribed by the local school board. In the case of
special education students precluded from taking regular course offerings, a certificate of
attendance is awarded.

In order to graduate, Alaska students must have earned at least 21 units of credit and com-
pleted at least the following:

(1) language arts - 4 units of credit
(2) social studies - 3 units of credit
(3) mathematics - 2 units of credit
(4) science - 2 units of credit
(5) health/physical education -1 unit of credit
(6) remaining required credits as specified by the local school board.

Many districts require more credits than the state minimum.

In 1999, some 6,812 graduates were awarded a regular high school diploma, 28 received a
non-traditional or alternative-school diploma, and 22 were given a certificate of completion
or attendance.

TABLE 4
1998-99 GRADUATES
BY ETHNICITY

Percentage of 12th grade enrollment represents the total
12th grade enrollment by ethnicity divided by October 1
enrollment in 12th grade.

Ethnicity

Percentage of
12th Grade
Enrollment

1999
Graduates

Alaska Native/American Indian 19.1 18.0

Asian/Pacific Islander 5.3 5.4
Black 4.8 4.1

Hispanic 3.0 2.7

Other 0.3 0.1

White 67.5 69.7

14 Report Card to the Public 1998-99 11



Alternative Diploma or Certificate
Adult Basic Education (ABE) and Literacy Volunteer programs provide basic skills education
for adults aged 16 and older who do not have a high school diploma and are not enrolled in
school.

Seventeen local and regional ABE programs, four Literacy Volunteer programs, the Correc-
tions ABE, and the Alaska Housing Program offer services to communities across the state.
Course offerings include English as a second language, reading and literature, writing, math-
ematics, science, social studies, basic computer literacy, job seeking, citizenship, and life skills.

All ABE centers offer testing for the General Educational Development (GED) diploma.

During the 1999 calendar year, 3,129 adults (16 and older) took the examination. Of those,
1,657 were awarded a GED diploma. Of those taking the examination, 1,803 (68 percent)
were under the age of 21.

12 Report Card to the Public 1998-99
15



Quality Professional Standards

Standards for Teachers and Administrators
Alaska Standards for teachers were adopted in 1994 and amended in 1997. Administrator
standards were adopted in 1997. Teacher preparation program reviews, institutional
recommendations for certification, and district evaluation plans are all based on these
standards.

Standards for Teacher Preparation
Beginning in 1998, colleges and universities were required to attest, on the Institutional
Recommendation form for Alaska certification, that their program graduates meet or
exceed either national or Alaska professional standards.

Beginning with the next program review cycle, Alaska's teacher preparation institutions must
meet or exceed the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) stan-
dards as well as Alaska professional standards. NCATE standards are the only national
standards for teacher preparation.

Alaska is one of 44 NCATE Partnership states. Our partnership is based on review using both
the unit standards developed by NCATE and the program standards developed by national
professional education associations.

Certification and Endorsements
Beginning in 1998, new candidates for teacher certification in Alaska were required to
demonstrate proficiency in reading, writing, and computation by passing the Praxis I
teacher tests.

The State Board adopted a regulation in 1999 allowing Alaska certificated teachers to earn
additional content area endorsements in three ways: by completing an approved educational
program in a content area; by earning a doctorate, master's, major, or minor in a content
area; or by passing the Praxis II tests in a content area.

The Professional Licensure Task Force (1995-1997) recommended a tiered licensure system.
In 1999, the top tier was put in place. An Advanced Teacher certificate became available for
those who choose to earn National Board Certification. Subsidies of $1,000 were made avail-
able for ten Alaska teachers during the 1998-1999 school year toward the $2,000 National
Board application fee.

Evaluation of Educators
In 1997, local school boards were required to develop and adopt a certificated employee
evaluation system for all teachers and administrators, except superintendents. The
department's Professional Evaluation Handbook provided guidance for developing staff
evaluation plans based on Alaska's professional standards for educators.

16 Report Card to the Public 1998-99 , 13



Alaska Hire
Historically, Alaska has imported up to 85 percent of its new educators from outside the
state. In an effort to produce more "home grown" teachers and administrators, Alaska's
preparation programs are collaborating with statewide programs in special education and
school administration, offering distance delivered courses, and putting into place such
programs as the Rural Educator Preparation Partnership and the Rural Alaska Native
Adult Program that work to prepare and place educators in their home communities.

Salaries
According the Alaska Teacher Placement at the University of Alaska Fairbanks, Alaska
teacher salaries have seen little change since 1994, but remained the highest in the nation
in 1998 at 128 percent of the U.S. average. After adjustment for the cost of living, Alaska's
salaries still ranked among the top 15 in the nation. Salaries for administrators rose by
three percent in 1998.

TABLE 5
BEGINNING/AVERAGE TEACHER SALARIES
ADJUSTED TO THE
COST OF LIVING

$60,000

$50,000 $38,620 $44,405

$40,000

$30,000

$20,000

$10,000

$0
Alaska

= Beginning Teacher Salaries

= Average Teacher Salaries

$38,635 Salaries Adjusted to Cost of Living

New California
York

Wash. Florida Utah Montana North
Dakota

14 Report Card to the Public 1998-99 17
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Educator Supply and Demand
Even as Alaska raised its standards for educators, the state, the region, and the nation began
to experience educator shortages that are projected to get worse.

TABLE 6
1999 ATP REGISTRANTS
AND STATE DEMAND

Endorsement
Area

Number
ATP

Registrants

Filled Positions

Statewide
PositionsRural Urban

Administration* 66.51 11.0 684*

Central Office 21.0 2.0 161**

Art 23 3.0 10.0 79

Bilingual/Bicultural 4 4.5 11.0 40

Business Education 19 6.5 3.0 59

Computer Science 9 11.5 1.0 40

Counselor 69 32.0 21.0 225

Early Childhood 29 24.0 38.7 53

Elementary (K-6) 492 203.0 147.5 2,119

English 142 44.7 46.5 230

ESL 25 5.0 4.0 12

Foreign Lang.*** 30 3.3 21.0 72

Generalist 54 61.5 10.0 1,200

Gifted/Talented 4 4.3 9.8 84

Health 24 2.0 0.0 30

Home Economics 6 3.0 0.0 40

Industrial Arts 22 17.0 8.0 140

Library/Media 14 8.6 13.0 150

Mathematics 65 23.0 42.0 200

Middle School (7-8) 1 16.0 4.7 127

Music 26 11.5 19.0 163

OT/PT 0 2.0 2.8 42

Physical Ed. 47 10.0 21.0 215

Reading 37 7.0 1.0 46

School Psych. 18 5.3 7.0 74

Science 126 24.7 42.0 183

Social Studies 152 18.0 38.0 191

Special Education 187 68.3 92.8 709

SPED/ECE 36 2.0 0.0

Speech Path. 10 4.5 15.0 143

Long-Term Sub. 122 8.0 5.0

Other 4.8 16.0 70

TOTAL 723 662.8 7,420

The Statewide Posi ion Totals are taken from the
Department of Education's 1997 statistics.

*Total Statewide Administrative Positions
** Central Office
***Statewide Foreign Lang.

The demand for educators in Alaska has exceeded
supply. For 1998-1999, Alaska Teacher Placement
(ATP) had requests from school districts that could
not be filled in these areas: math, special educa-
tion, counseling, speech pathology and school
psychology. One reason was increased demand
fueled by three years of district implementation of
the Retirement Incentive Program (RIP), which
created turnover rates of up to 57 percent and
averaging 23 percent. After four years of stable
numbers of openings around 810, the demand for
educators rose steadily, to 1,386 openings in 1998.
In this last year, most districts again projected
large numbers of both teachers and administrators
will take advantage of the ATP program.

Another factor affecting teacher supply was that,
except for the introduction of tiered systems
paying less to new hires and the restriction of new
hires' experience on the salary scales, salaries have
changed little since 1994. When adjusted for cost
of living, Alaska salaries still ranked in the top
fifteen of the country, but they fell lower than
major competitors California and Washington.

A third supply factor was that Alaska institutions
prepare only a small percentage of the teachers
needed to fill positions available in the state. In
historically hard-to-fill categories like special
education, UAA, the only program, has produced
teachers for only about 10 percent of the number
of vacancies. Also, many Alaska graduates took
urban area positions, making recruitment to rural
areas more difficult.

In response to supply and demand concerns, at
least 20 districts planned to do individual recruit-
ment outside the state, in addition to contracting
with ATP to do out-of-state recruiting.

18
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Family, School, Business, and Community Networks

The Alaska Quality Schools Initiative encourages collaborations at the local and state levels
among parents and every agency and organization schools, businesses, agencies, govern-
ments and others to improve the academic achievement of students. Since 1996, the
Department of Education & Early Development, the Alaska PTA, the Association of Alaska
School Boards, and NEA Alaska have assisted school districts and communities to develop
more collaborative relationships.

Mission/Goals
The mission of Alaska's Family, School, Business, and Community Partnership is "to support
the rights and responsibilities of parents, families, business, and community members to be
active partners in their children's education."

The goals of the partnership are to:

Implement an effective family involvement model: promote and encourage family and
community involvement using Dr. Joyce Epstein's Model of Family Involvement;

Promote centers for support services: encourage schools to collaborate with and establish
partnerships with social service agencies to create centers in which social, medical, and
mental health services are accessible;

Design self-review standards: develop quality review standards that schools and commu-
nities can use to self-assess their family and community involvement efforts;

Strengthen local linkages: support local staff such as home-school coordinators, school
social service workerswho link the school, home, and community;

Include parents and community members in making decisions: involve parents and
community representatives in school decision-making through their participation in
development of state content, performance, school-to-work, and opportunity to learn
standards;

Share information about best practices: train parents, community members, and school
staff to understand and use best practices in family and community involvement, includ-
ing making appropriate educational decisions;

Facilitate use of culturally appropriate practices: collaborate with other organizations to
help local school boards facilitate discussions between community members, social ser-
vices, families, schools, and other entities to identify and implement culturally appropriate
educational practices.

19 Report Card to the Public 1998-99 17



1999 School-to-Work Partnerships
Alaska is four years into a five-year "venture capital" initiative to create local partnerships
that support School-to-Work systems that will prepare students for the world of work and
life-long learning.

School-to-Work (STW) systems are focused on high academic achievement, contextual learn-
ing and skills application, opportunity for career development and work experience, and
connection to postsecondary education or training programs.

In the 1998-1999 school year, 60 percent of the 53 school districts, accounting for more than
90 percent of Alaska's K-12 student population, were involved in partnerships that included
an estimated 12 percent of Alaska's 17,000 public and private sector employers. As a result of
these partnerships, almost half of Alaska's secondary students participate in classroom
learning which uses work-related curriculum (this is up from one-third of students last year),
and 21 percent of all secondary students participated in work-based learning activities. Two-
thirds of middle/junior high schools provide teacher and/or counselor facilitated career
exploration activities such as counseling, and interest and skill inventory testing. Eighty-five
percent of these schools provide opportunities for self-exploration using computer databases,
resource centers, and publications.

Employability Standards were adopted by the State Board of Education & Early Development
in September 1998 and are used in conjunction with Alaska's Academic Content Standards.
Local communities around the state are integrating employability standards with curricula to
help ensure students are prepared to apply their academic knowledge to their life pursuits.
The Employability Standards and the ten Content Standards are cross referenced with the
U.S. Department of Labor Secretary's Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS) to
show how they help students make successful transitions from school to work. Performance
measures are being developed to be compatible with performance measures in reading,
writing, and math.

Materials are available from the Alaska School-to-Work Initiative that show how to get
involved in providing students with successful transitions, including:

Alaska School-to-Work Brochure
Alaska School-to-Work Employer Handbook
Menu of Options for Employer Involvement in School-to-Work
Giving Alaska's Children Hope and Skills for the 215/ Century
Employer Expectations Poster
Safe,.Healthy, Legal Workplaces Poster
Alaska School-to-Work Sustainability Institute Report
Employability Standards/SCANS Crosswalk
Alaska School-to-Work Stages of Development Matrix
K-12 Career Development Manual
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School Excellence Standards

Standards for State Accreditation of Schools
A public or private elementary or secondary school in Alaska May demonstrate the attain-
ment of the standards for state accreditation by conducting a self-study using a format
prescribed by the department; or providing evidence of accreditation by the Northwest
Association of Schools and Colleges to the department.

The adopted standards for state accreditation of schools are:

(1) classroom and instructional strategies support and promote student learning focused on
the attainment of high standards by all students; a school demonstrates this standard by
giving evidence that it bases curriculum, instruction, and assessment on clear student
standards and objectives; has established student standards that are meaningful, agreed
upon, and emphasize the importance of learning; assesses student performance in
multiple ways; and holds high expectations for the achievement of all students;

(2) a climate of high expectations exists not only for students, but also for all staff, and high
expectations are communicated to everyone in the community the school serves, with
incentives, recognition, and rewards in place to promote excellence;

(3) school time is used for learning;
(4) fair discipline practices and policies are established, communicated, and consistently

enforced;
(5) the school environment is supportive and physically safe;
(6) appropriate technology is used to apply academic skills to simulate real life, workplace

situations in addition to performing research and exploration;
(7) all staff are involved in ongoing and continuous staff development that focuses on

school improvement goals and student performance standards;
(8) strong leadership that uses established research to guide the instructional program is in

evidence;
(9) resources are focused on established student standards and school improvement efforts

to guide the instructional program;
(10) the decision-making process for school plans and goals includes everyone in the commu-

nity the school serves;
(11) programs and support are provided to help high needs students achieve school success;
(12) the school goals and staff behavior promote equity and respect for diversity among

students, teachers, administrators, families, and community members of different socio-
economic status and cultural background;

(13) that non-English-speaking and limited-English-proficient students are provided with a
strong academic core program that supports the students' first language; and

(14) partnerships and collaboration are established between the school and parents, families,
businesses, and other community members; a school demonstrates this standard by
giving evidence that
(a) various types of involvement promote a variety of opportunities for school, fami-

lies, and community to work together;
(b) collaboration between the school and agencies, businesses, and the community

supports special programs for high needs students and families; and
(c) staff and school procedures promote community connections and cross-cultural

communications with parents and families.

Information on accreditation by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges may be
obtained from Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges, 1910 University Drive, Boise,
Idaho 83725-1060.
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1999 Accreditation Status
The decision to seek accreditation is a local school board option. Since the 1970s, the State
Board of Education & Early Development has delegated accreditation to the Northwest
Association of Schools and Colleges (NASC). Accreditation by NASC is a two-step process for
school improvement, consisting of an annual report which details continuous growth, and a
full-scale self-evaluation and third party verification of the total education program every six
years.

Voluntary school accreditation has resulted in only 28 percent of Alaska's public schools
seeking accreditation status. The majority of accredited schools serve a K-12 grade span.
Generally, Regional Education Attendance Areas (REAAs) have a greater percentage of
accredited schools. City and Borough School Districts typically accredit their high schools and
some middle schools; few accredit their elementary schools.

Forty school districts have one or more accredited schools.

TABLE 7
SUMMARY OF
SCHOOLS ACCREDITED

Summary of Schools Accredited by Northwest
Association of Schools and Colleges
(December 1998)

Elementary 6
Middle 12
High School 41
K-12 74
Special Purpose Schools 7

Supplemental Education Program 2

Total Accredited in Alaska 142
Public Schools 133
Private Schools 9
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Annual Change in Membership
Alaska's student population continues to rise. The average daily membership for 1998-99
represents a 2.6 percent increase over the previous year. Thirty-one districts experienced no
change or a decrease in this period. The most significant reductions were in Copper River,
Hoonah, Pribilof, and Yukon Flats districts, at -12.8 percent, -11.3 percent, -15.8 percent, and
-16.2 percent, respectively. Enrollments in 24 districts were higher than the previous year,
with six districts experiencing increases greater than ten percent, including Galena with 138.0
percent and Nenana with 80.9 percent. Alyeska Central School's average daily membership
showed an increase of 67.6 percent.

TABLE 8
CHANGE IN MEMBERSHIP

Decrease of 10% or Greater

Decrease of 0 - 9.9%

Increase of 10% or Greater

Increase of 0 - 9.9%

El Number of Districts

WefrOWNIN(4.5YOMON4.51.

18

Data tir 53 public school districts, Alyeska Central School and Mt. Edgecumbe High School.
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Transiency Rate
The enrollment change due to student transfers into and out of the district during the school
year (transiency) is an important consideration in judging a school's long-term performance.
Student mobility impacts both urban and rural schools in Alaska. Alyeska Central School
experienced the greatest turnover at 77.3 percent, seconded by Bristol Bay at 57.8 percent.

TABLE 9
TRANSIENCY RATE
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Attendance Rate
The amount of time students are present at school and actively engaged in learning relates
directly to academic performance. The relationship between school attendance and student
performance is well-documented.

Nine districts have attendance rates less than 90 percent, and nine districts reported atten-
dance rates at or above 95 percent. Over the last four years, the statewide average attendance
rate has remained at about 93 percent.

TABLE 10
ATTENDANCE RATE

Less than 90%

90-94.9%

95-100%

14 :111,1 I: al, Or

El Number of Districts

37

Data fbr 53 public school districts, Alyeska
Central School and Mt. Edgecumbe High School.

Annual Dropout Rate for Grades 7-12
Dropout event rates answer the question, "What percentage of students dropped out of
grades seven through twelve?" Students transferring to another school or alternative pro-
gram that meets standard credit requirements are not considered dropouts. As defined by the
National Center of Education statistics, a student who leaves the district to obtain a GED is a
dropout.

Of 59,823 students enrolled in grades
seven through twelve, 2,300 students
dropped out during the 1998-99 year.
The statewide dropout rate has risen
slightly over the last three years, from
3.6 percent in 1996-97 to 3.8 percent in
1998-99. Ten districts had dropout rates
greater than six percent. Table 11 profiles
dropouts by ethnicity.

TABLE 11
DROPOUTS BY ETHNICITY

Ethnicity

Grades 7-12
Percentage

of Total
Enrollment

Grades 7-12
Percentage

of Total .

Dropouts

Alaska Native/Native
American 22.3 34.5

Asian/Pacific Islander 5.1 3.6

Black 4.2 5.5

Hispanic 2.8 3.9

Other 0.4 1.2

White 65.3 51.3
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Sources of Data for This Report

Adult Basic Education Program Participation and Performance Report (1998-99)

Alaska State Assessment of Student Performance in Grades 4 and 8 (spring 1999)
California Achievement Test
Building Questionnaire
Student Questionnaire

Alaska School Accreditation Status Report, Northwest Association of Schools
and Colleges (1998-99)

Certified Staff Accounting Report (October 1, 1998)

Classified Staff Accounting Report (October 1, 1998)

Foundation Report for Funding Communities (October 1998)

Federal Migrant Education Program Participation and Performance Report (1998-99)

Report of School-Age Children Receiving Public Assistance (HSS, January 1999)

School District Report Card(s) to the Public (1998-99)
Progress Toward District Goals
Comments on School Performance by Students, Parents, Community
Parent Involvement Strategies Questionnaire
Other Indicators of Performance
Summary and Evaluation of Environmental Education
Average Daily Membership/ Percent Change in Membership
Student Transfers Into and Out of the District/Transiency Rate
District and School Aggregate Attendance/Rate
District and School Dropout Worksheet/Dropout Rate for 9th Grade Cohort
High School Completion/District Graduation Rate
Students Promoted to the Next Grade/ District Promotion Rate for Grades 1-8
District Education Plans - Goals, Assessment and Participation

School Districts' Annual Audited Financial Statement (October 1999)

Student Enrollment, Ethnicity and Summer Graduate Report (October 1, 1998)

Year-End Graduate Report (June 1999)

Statewide Educator Supply and Demand Report (University of AK Fairbanks, January 2000)

Bilingual Participation and Performance Reports (1998-99)

Special Education Child Count and Annual Performance Report (1998-99)

1990 Federal Census, Alaska Department of Labor

National School-to-Work Progress Measures Survey (March 1999)
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1999-2000 Alaska School Districts and Superintendents

James Elliott
Alaska Gateway School District
P.O. Box 226
Tok, AK 99780-0000
Phone: 883-5151
Fax: 883-4356

Joe Beckford
Aleutian Region School District
P.O. Box 330
Unalaska, AK 99685-0000
Phone: 581-3820
Fax: 592-3694

Wesley Knapp
Aleutians East Borough School District
P.O. Box 429
Sand Point, AK 99661-0429
Phone: 383-5222
Fax: 383-3496

Bob Christal
Anchorage School District
P.O. Box 196614
Anchorage, AK 99519-6614
Phone: 742-4000
Fax: 742-4138

Robert Pratt
Annette Island School District
P.O. Box 7
Metlakatla, AK 99926-0007
Phone: 886-6332
Fax: 886-5130

John A. Davis
Bering Strait School District
P.O. Box 225
Unalakleet, AK 99684-0000
Phone: 624-3611
Fax: 624-3099

Gene Ostwald
Bristol Bay Borough School District
P.O. Box 169
Naknek, AK 99633-0169
Phone: 246-4225
Fax: 246-6857

Virgie Eames
Chatham School District
P.O. Box 109
Angoon, AK 99820-0000
Phone: 788-3302
Fax: 788-3252

Richard De Lorenzo
Chugach School District
9312 Vanguard Drive, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99507-0000
Phone: 522-7400
Fax: 522-3399

Tom Rother
Copper River School District
P.O. Box 108
Glenna llen, AK 99588-0000
Phone: 822-3235
Fax: 822-3949

Leroy Key
Cordova City School District
P.O. Box 140
Cordova, AK 99574-0140
Phone: 424-3265
Fax: 424-3271

Darrell Johnson
Craig City School District
P.O. Box 800
Craig, AK 99921-0000
Phone: 826-3274
Fax: 826-3322

Dan Beck
Delta/Greely School District
P.O. Box 527
Delta Junction, AK 99737-0527
Phone: 895-4658
Fax: 895-4246

Chris Hagar
Denali Borough School District
P.O. Box 280
Healy, AK 99743-0280
Phone: 683-2278
Fax: 683-2514
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Loren Berkoski
Dillingham City School District
P.O. Box 170
Dillingham, AK 99576-0000
Phone: 842-5223
Fax: 842-5634

Jim Holt
Fairbanks North Star Borough School
District
520 Fifth Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701-4756
Phone: 452-2000
Fax: 451-0541

Carl Knudsen
Galena City School District
P.O. Box 299
Galena, AK 99741-0299
Phone: 656-1205
Fax: 656-1368

Ronald Erickson
Haines Borough School District
P.O. Box 1289
Haines, AK 99827-0636
Phone: 766-2644
Fax: 766-2508

Bill Walz
Hoonah City School District
P.O. Box 157
Hoonah, AK 99829-0157
Phone: 945-3611
Fax: 945-3492

Al Weinberg
Hydaburg City School District
P.O. Box 109
Hydaburg, AK 99922-0109
Phone: 285-3491
Fax: 285-3391

Gerald "Kim" Langton
Iditarod Area School District
P.O. Box 90
McGrath, AK 99627-0000
Phone: 524-3033
Fax: 524-3217
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Gary Bader
Juneau Borough School District
10014 Crazy Horse Drive
Juneau, AK 99801-0000
Phone: 463-1700
Fax: 463-1768

Eric Gebhart
Kake City School District
P.O. Box 450
Kake, AK 99830-0000
Phone: 785-3741
Fax: 785-6439

Al Weinberg
Kashunamiut School District
985 KSD Way
Chevak, AK 99563-0000
Phone: 858-7713
Fax: 858-7328

Donna Peterson
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
148 N. Binkley St.
Soldotna, AK 99669-0000
Phone: 262-5846
Fax: 262-9645

John Thomas
Ketchikan Gateway Borough School Dis-
trict
333 Schoenbar Road
Ketchikan, AK 99901-5026
Phone: 225-2118
Fax: 225-2356

Bob Robertson
Klawock City School District
P.O. Box 9
Klawock, AK 99925-0000
Phone: 755-2228
Fax: 755-2913

Betty Walters
Kodiak Island Borough School District
722 Mill Bay Road
Kodiak, AK 99615-0000
Phone: 486-9210
Fax: 486-9277
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Bobette Bush
Kuspuk School District
P.O. Box 49
Aniak, AK 99557-0049
Phone: 675-4250
Fax: 675-4305

Keith Tolzin
Lake and Peninsula Borough School Dis-
trict
P.O. Box 498
King Salmon, AK 99613-0000
Phone: 246-4280
Fax: 246-3055

William Ferguson
Lower Kuskokwim School District
P.O. Box 305
Bethel, AK 99559-0305
Phone: 543-4800
Fax: 543-4904

Ray Griffith
Lower Yukon School District
P.O. Box 32089
Mountain Village, AK 99623-0089
Phone: 591-2411
Fax: 591-2449

Patricia Chesbro
Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District
125 West Evergreen
Palmer, AK 99645-0000
Phone: 746-9255
Fax: 745-0194

Terry Bentley
Nenana City School District
P.O. Box 10
Nenana, AK 99760-0010
Phone: 832-5464
Fax: 832-5625

Karen Ligon
Nome City School District
P.O. Box 131
Nome, AK 99762-0131
Phone: 443-2231
Fax: 443-5144

Freda Arnhart
North Slope Borough School District
P.O. Box 169
Barrow, AK 99723-0169
Phone: 852-5311
Fax: 852-5984

Charles Mason
Northwest Arctic Borough School District
P.O. Box 51
Kotzebue, AK 99752-0000
Phone: 442-3472
Fax: 442-2392

Don Evans
Pelican City School District
P.O. Box 90
Pelican, AK 99832-0090
Phone: 735-2236
Fax: 735-2263

Mary Francis
Petersburg City School District
P.O. Box 289
Petersburg, AK 99833-0289
Phone: 772-4271
Fax: 772-4719

James Carden
Pribilof Islands School District
Pouch 905
St. Paul Island, AK 99660-0000
Phone: 546-2222
Fax: 546-2327

Jim Moras
Saint Mary's School District
P.O. Box 9
St. Mary's, AK 99658-0009
Phone: 438-2311
Fax: 438-2831

John Hoist
Sitka Borough School District
P.O. Box 179
Sitka, AK 99835-0179
Phone: 747-8622
Fax: 966-1260
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Richard Lee
Skagway City School District
P.O. Box 497
Skagway, AK 99840-0497
Phone: 983-2960
Fax: 983-2964

Dorothy Arensman
Southeast Island School District
P.O. Box 19569
Thorne Bay, AK 99919-8340
Phone: 828-8254
Fax: 828-8257

Don Evans
Southwest Region School District
P.O. Box 90
Dillingham, AK 99576-0000
Phone: 842-5287
Fax: 842-5428

Gay la Hodges
Tanana School District
P.O. Box 89
Tanana, AK 99777-0089
Phone: 366-7207
Fax: 366-7201

Steve Cathers
Unalaska City School District
P.O. Box 570
Unalaska, AK 99685-0000
Phone: 581-3151
Fax: 581-3152

Harry Rogers
Valdez City School District
P.O. Box 398
Valdez, AK 99686-0000
Phone: 835-4357
Fax: 835-4964

Larry "Woody" Wilson
Wrangell City School District
P.O. Box 2319
Wrangell, AK 99929-2319
Phone: 874-2347
Fax: 874-3137
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Carol Doyle
Yakutat City School District
P.O. Box 429
Yakutat, AK 99689-0429
Phone: 784-3317
Fax: 784-3446

Carla Sheive
Yukon Flats School District
P.O. Box 359
Ft. Yukon, AK 99740-0359
Phone: 662-2515
Fax: 662-3094

Karen Dempster
Yukon/Koyukuk School District
4762 Old Airport Way
Fairbanks, AK 99709-4456
Phone: 474-9400
Fax: 474-0657

Joe Slats
Yupiit School District
P.O. Box 51100
Akiachak, AK 99551-0100
Phone: 825-4428
Fax: 825-4827
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This publication was released by the Department of Education & Early Development, produced at a cost of $1.43 per
copy, to provide the Legislature, school districts, state agencies and the public a comprehensive summary of the
school districts' education plans, and report card statistics. This publication is required by Alaska Statute
Sec. 14.03.120(b).
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